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during the first few days of the disease; un-
fortunately this is precisely the time when
it is most important to form a correct di-
agnosis : but we think a careful examination
will almost always enable the physician to
distinguish the malady in question from all
others. The diseases which seem to present
most analogy at the commencement with
acute hydrocephalus, are " eruptive dis-
eases," especially small-pox, when the fever
is of an ataxic nature, and the typhnid
fever ot children. The latter is generally
recognised with facility by the diarrhoea,
epistaxis, ringing in the ears, febrile pulse,
and absence of sopor, which present them-
selves at a very early period; they are soon
joined by tumefaction of the abdomen with
gurgling on pressure, and the lenticular
spots (taches roses), after which it is impos-
sible to confound one disease with the other.
We have already mentioned a case of ataxic
small pox, where the symptoms at first
closely resembled those of hydrocephalus at
its commencement ; but in these cases the
pulse is commonly agitated, quick, and very
small; the child is delirious at night (a
symptom extremely rare at the same period
of hydrocephalus); the skin is more warm;
and the appearance of an eruption in two or
three days puts an end to all doubt. Authors
frequently mention symptoms of acute hy-
drocephalus being produced by worms ; we
have never seen a case of this kind; besides,
the symptoms accompanying worms never
follow the regular march of those which
characterize the former complaint. Worms
may excite convulsions, vomiting, dilat-
ed pupil, and other cerebral symptoms;
but remark, the dilated pupil coincides with
the vomiting, and we seldom or never find
the regular union of headache, vomiting,
and constipation, which we have shown to
be so characteristic of this disease at its
commencement.
Treatment.-On this point our observa-
tions shall be brief. Having seen only a
single recovery, we are at a loss to say what
method of treatment is most beneficial.
The remedies commonly employed at the
Hopital des Enfans Malades are, bleed ng
purgatives, blister-, sometimes to the whole
head, more frequently to the extremities,
and cold applications kept up by a constant
stream of water. In the few cases in which
we have seen calomel employed, the results
were completely negative, in other cases
strong purging was excited with croton oil;
in one case, which we did not follow our-
selves, a cure was obtained by the applica-
tion of powerful mo,ae to the integnments
of the cranium, but here the remedy was
nearly as prejudicial as the disease itself. In
a week or two after the subjugation of the
acute symptoms, a new train of phenomena
set in ; the child died, and extensive snppu-
ration was found between the dura mater
and the bone. M, Guersent frequently keeps
Lip a stream of cold water from a vessel fur
nished with a cok, and placed a few inches
Ftbove the child’s head. The application of
cold is thus continued without interruption
night and day. In a great many cases this
seemed to retard the comatose stage, and
prolong life, but though combined with
bleeding and other means, we have never
seen it successful.
To what are we to attribute this frightful
mortality ? We conceive it is in great part
explained by the discovery made of the
scrofulous nature of the inflammation in
the cerebral membranes. Why does a scro-
fulous abscess (cavern) in the lungs, almost
invariably occasion death, while suppura-
tion from any other cause is far from being
so fatal? Pathologists will answer, One is
a simple local inflammation, the other is
the effect of a constitutional taint. Per-
haps the same reason may be applicable to
cerebral inflammation of the kind now de-
scribed ; however, the mortality of the En.
fans Malades is partly explained; lst By
the great accuracy of the diagnosis. M.
Giaersent and Baudelocque never fell into the
error of calling the cerebral symptoms that
accompany certain acute or chronic diseases
" hydrocephalus," and swelling their lists
of cures ; 2nd. By the children being gene-
rally brought to the hospital in the second
stage, when, as most physicians confess,
medical aid is, comparatively, of no avail.
ON THE
DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASES OF THE
HEART.
PERICAPDITIS.
CASE OF PLETHORIC INFLAMMATION
ABOUT THE HEART,
Occurring three times within One Year, and
Cured in the third instance by Depressants,
without Venesection.
By JOHN FOSBROKE, M.D., Physician to the
Ross Dispensary.
WHEN I reported Ann Howls’s case of
plethoric hypertrophy, following plethoric
inflammation about the heart, I alluded to
that of Mr. John Gwyne, a genteel youth of
18 years of age, by profession a druggist.
His disease set in, like Howls’s case, on
March 8, 1835, with acute pain in the in-
tercostal spaces of the left thorax upon in-
spiration, a strong full pulse at 86, flushed
face, some cough and thin whitish expec-
toration, symptomatic fever and full,ed
tongue, but with moisture of hands. Mr.
MANSFORD, a nephew to the intelligent sur-
geon of that name at Bath, and pupil to
Mr. Rootes at Ross, bled him to xx, before
I saw him, conceiving, as any one inight
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very well have done, that the case was pleu
risy, hut when I got to him I expressed at
opinion that it " would turn out to be some
thing more." The acute symptoms had cer.
tainly come on suddenly,but then he had com
plained for a fortnight before, of an uneas)
chest, of pain of the epigastrium in fetchinf
his breath from that part, a feeling about
the heart as if it was as heavy as liver
and surrounded with heat, palpitation, anc
oppression of breath in going up stairs
These symptoms were exasperated by drink-
ing spirits and smoking cigars to relieve thE
pain.
R. Pulv. Antim. gr. xv; Sulphuret. An.
tim. R2cb., Pulv. Colchici., aa gr. v
Sumat omni 2da hor ; which had
no effect.
On the 9th there was little or no pain oj
left chest except at times, but the action oi
the heart had become violent and irregular,
with wandering pains about the body; pain
and sense of debility about the loins ; no ex-
pectoration ; pulse 100; tongue dry and
feverish.
V. S. ad zxx more; Tartar Emetic (gr. j,
omni hora) Mixture.
In the evening, pulse down to 86, but
violent pain in the epigastrium, shooting to
the space between the shoulders, and strong
palpitation, with a disposition to wandering
of the brain.
Twenty Leeches to the Epigastrium, and
Tr. Opii gtt. xv, c. Mist. dyet. Tart.
I was surprised to find that the pain of
the stomach, instead of being less, was
greater after the leeching, and attended with
writhing of the body and twisting of the
features, and I began to suspect the combi-
nation of spasmodic action.
Three-drachm doses of Ether, and Liq.
Ammon. Acet. mixture, with one-gr. doses
of Tartar Emetic during the night.
March 10. He was easier all night after
the ether, slept tolerably, and perspired
freely, but was still very tender at the epi.
gastrium; the pulse 96, but not so full,
round, and hard, but more of the irritable,
jerking, and wiry kind. The first dose of
the last tartar-emetic mixture made him so
sick, that he took none afterwards.
OZ. Ricini zj; a drink of Linseed, Liquo-
rice, and Manna.
In the middle of the day he went into a
warm-bath ; in the evening he felt more
easy, the fever was lessened and skin free;
but the pulse was at 100 and stronger. On
the llth he had a relapse of the epigastric
pain, which radiated to the space between
the shoulders, with impulsive palpitation, so
violent as to raise the bed-clothes ; pulse
100, strong, and particularly hard; pain in
the course of the colon, occupying a space
as broad as one’s hand; stomach and bowels
hot.
V. S. ad zxxv ; anotlaer warm-bath.
In the evening the pulse was lower and
the strength was somewhat depressed by the
bleeding, but at 8 o’clock the pulse got up
to 100, with a hot skin, and the palpitation
was as inordinate but not as strong as before.
He had pain in the left chest again, parti-
cularly about the seventh rib, but the pain
and palpitation came on in paroxysms, and
occurred not only between the epigastrium
and shoulders, but at the back, behind the
abdomen.
A 5-grain Calomel Pill with 3 grs. of
Opium, and a zvi FeverMixture, with
vj grs. of Tartar Emetic, xviij grs. of
dried Squill, and zss of Powdered Col-
chic2am : two tablespoonfuls for a dose
every hour during the night, if worse.
On the llth I found that he had slept
after the calomel and opium, but not with-
out consciousness of pain ; and, this morn-
ing, he still felt pain of pr&aelig;cordia and epi-
gastrium ; pulse 96, less fever, cooler skin;
bowels not opened ; disposition to expecto-
rate. A good deal of bruit and diffused
pulsation, concealing the respiratory mur-
mur in the left chest; r&acirc;le crepita2,tt over a
small space of the left chest; right chest,
respiration more distinct; quite sonotous,
and like a mill, above the clavicles and in
the armpit.
Dry cupping at the precordia; xx leeches
after the removal of the glasses; and
warm-bath; a black dose; to inhale
vinegar and water duriny the day.
He fainted for the first time in the bath,
after the leeches, and the pulse became im-
perceptible, but, in the evening, it rose
again to 104, and he complained of a spas-
modic pain of an excruciating nature passing
from the loins to the angles of the scapula,
but short in duration ; no pain of heart or
chest; Oj of frothy white mucus expectorated
after the inhalation.
Gr. iij Caloinel, and ij of Opium, at bed-time.
During the 12th of March all was well,
except occasional spasmodic attacks; pulse
96, softer, and more compressible; the heart
in a flurry and flutter ; found arrow-root
and milk lie heavy, and tend to set the
heart going again; and judged that the
least stimulus would excite increased mo-
tion of that organ, and fever; weak in the
loins ; great expectoration of frothy mucus.
jss m Hydrocyanic Acid, with Ether, three
tines a day; perfect tranquillity.
March 12 and 13. Free from pain, ex-
cept in getting out of bed, when the flutter-
ing of the heart returned, with a sense of
heat in the precordial region ; he com-
plained of violent beating, but it was not
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perceptible to the hand. and I suspected
that it consisted in morbid sensations about
the organ, after severe diseased action; some
sleep at night much interrupted by dry
cough. On the 13th calm, but affected with
stitches, and sense of soreness and heat in
the scrobicnlus cordis and region of the
heart, and incapability of lying on either
side; respiratory murmur more clear, and
distinguishable from the bruit of the heart,
which had confused and overwhelmed it in
the left thorax; the crepitation had nearly
disappeared; the heart’s pulsation, which
was noisy below the clavicles on both sides,
and particularly blowy below the right cla-
vicle, not now very distinct in the right
thorax; the respiration of right lung not
very audible lower down than the clavicle
and axilla; pulse 74 in the morning, 84 in
the evening. His respiration in health is
very quiet on the right side. Free expec-
toration during the night, with constant
cough.
Hydrocyanic Acid in Almond Emulsion,
. alternated ivith a grain or two Sulph.
Ferri c. Opio to steady the heart’s action,
and Compound Merc. Liniment and Tar-
tar Emetic over the precordia.
During the 14th of March be was free
from pain, except paroxysms of spasm as-
cending from the lumbar spine to the neck.
and affecting all the muscles and skin of
the back, first on both sides, and then on
one side of the spinal column, which was
accompanied with a sense of great heat at
the precordia and chest, but without palpi-
tation ; expectoration had not been repro-
duced by cayenne inhalation, but came on
spontaneously in the evening’; no rcspira-
tory murmur at the centre of right chest,
but blowy under the r;ght clavicle and
ax.Ila; pulse 7J mane, i4 vesvere.
Dry Cupping; xxv gtt. Liq, Opii Sed.
and Ether.
On the 15th I found him sitting on the
drawing-room sofa; the spasms had ceased
after bathing and the ether; a few chest
symptoms and general debility left; pulse
80 and above, and full. On the 16th and
17th et seq. he continued to get better;
free from symptoms about the heart- and
chest, except weight and tightnes.,3 at the
sternum, when he leaned forwards.
Sulph. Quin. and Sulph. Ferri. aa. gr. iij,
with a dose of Dec Aloes Co. twice a day.
He went to Fennesford Priory, and con-
valesced rapidly, eXc6pt that he was affect-
ed occas’onally with spasms of the pre
cord a and lumbar muscle:-!, which were re-
lieved by dry cupping and laudanum in one-
drachm dosej (April 25).
Second Attuck of Inflammation about the
Heart, -Nlay 29.
Mr. Gwynne’s second attack opened with
a series of nervous symptoms of an anoma-
lous character, and without any affection of
the heart, except occasional palpitation.
These symptoms were, difficult articulation,
irregular and difficult motion of the tongue,
and drawing up and partial difficulty of
moving the upper lip. When he rose in
the morning and tried to speak, he found
the action of his tongue and lips like that
of a person who had been exhausted by
talking, and the speech sometimes like a
person’s in the melancholy and affecting
state of intoxication. He had been a som.
nambulist before, hut now became more
subject to somnambulism, and was uncon-
scious of having been led back to his bed,
and of all that had haj)peneti, except the
purport of the dream, which excited his
imagination. In the day he felt himself
hable to reverie and absence, with occasional
feelings like inebriation, with thrcbbings
and twitchings under the left eye and eye-ball. He had had an attack of a similarnature some years before, when he was
first bound to the drug trade at Newport.
Dr. Morgan Thomas attributed the symp-toms to disordered action of the brain and
nervous system, and treated it with purga.
tives and change of air. This gentleman,
who met with an untimely fate, rose solely
and wholly by mental superiority, which is
next to a miracle in the country, for, in thispart of the country at least, the )MHM of
talent is generally cut and dried, bought
and bespoken, for a doctor of some sort, by
the domineering influence of property andinterest, the venal puffing of the fagged"
and the bribed, the base arts of " scogging,"
and the strenuous employment of all the des-
picable means familiar to the worst part of
human nature. Mr. G. then went to his
father’s farm, and recovered his strength
and general health.
I put him on a course of James’s powder,
colchicum, and opium, at night, and of
comp. decoc. aloes, with tartar emetic,
liqnor potassa*, and infusion of gentian, in
the day, for I am of the opinion of Dr.
Coley, of Cheltenham, who was a pupil of
Ahernethy, and has followed out his mas-
ter’s principles with more therapeutical
skill than the teacher himself, that, if those
remedies, which put the constitution into
good order, do not remove a disease, they
are the best preparatives for such particu-
lar remedies as alternately wl11. The effect
of the above agents was that the nervous
affections left him bv the 10th of June.
But on the 15th of June, the palpitation,
which never left him. increased, and became
violent on going up-stairs, and on getting
out of bed in the morning, with an equaldegree of pulsation in the right and left
chest, and particularly the righc mamma, a
sense of oppression and constriction at the
precordia, as if a cord were tied round the
chest, and girt him in front, a dull pain
under both clavicles, and soreness ou pjr4.1-
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sure ; also soreness between the left inter-
costal spaces ; shooting pains at the back of
the scapulae; pains of chest increased by the
procumbent position, the horizontal position
even being uneasy, and the recumbent the
only posture in which he found ease; throb-
bing carotids, occasional flushing of face;
sickness from palpitation; no cough; no
bellows murmur; chest resonant on per-
cussion ; no undulatory motion; respiration
everywhere very inaudible; tongue foul ;
pulse regular.
Digitalis gr. j, Dried Squill gr. iv, twice
a day, and Digitalis enderuzically applied
on a blistered surface to the chest. Diet
simple and small in quantity.
These agents, like most other medicines,
had little or no effect on him. He had fif-
teen teeth in the lower jaw, and was cutting
one with inflammation of the gum of the first
canine tooth. He had fourteen in the lower
jaw, and one molaris coming through. I
removed this source of cerebral irritation by
lancing the gums.
On the 23rd June, the pulse rose to 135,
with violent pain in the right thorax, in-
creased tumult of the heart and anomalous
symptoms about the head. He was bled
again on the spur of his own feelings, by
Mr. Mansford, to Oij, as usual without syn-
cope, or scarcely any diminution of his mus-
cular powers. After the bleeding he was
taken home to Aherhale. In the evening
the pulse rose again, and the heart fluttered
as usual after great blood-lettings.
Saline draughts with Tart. Emet. and Tjirz.
Colchici. Night draught, with Liq. Opii
Sed. gtt. lx, end Tr. Valer. Amm. 3j, to
ease the precordial and epigastric pain
and procure sleep.
He was better the next day, and the heart
so quiet that he walked round the farm with
me.
Orx the 25th June I ordered relays of
leeches to be applied for two days, four
at a time on the precordia, and four on
the venous trunk of the instep, to keep
up a constant oozing of blood. ,
The epigastric and precordial pain for
which the leeches were applied was some-
times attended with a rolling of flatus froin
point to point of the stomach and duode-
num, particularly after hot nutriments,
which incrusted the palpitation.
Three yrs. of Pil. Hyd. with two grs. of
Musk, with the Opiate Valerian draztyht
at niylet; to confine himself to an alburrti-
nous andfarinaceutcs diet, but not to ab-
stain froan exercise on plain ground 2saz-
less he is worse after it.
The chest became less painful, but the
pain of precordia caught him when he
erected himself and stood with his chest
forwards, the heart concinued to palpitate
with the birxs-wing flutter, the mind wan-
dered, the pulse was 100 and irregular, and
the tongue white for a few days. But, on
the whole, he got progressively better after
the leeching, and the long rest procured by
the opium, with tranquillity of mind after
the removal of a cause of anxiety, free
exercise, and an improved state of stomach,
he bettered till the end of June, but the
palpitation still continued, and extended at
one time to the thoracic, at another to the
abdominal aorta. In July I talked over the
case with my eminent friend Mr. Selwyn,
of Ledbury, who considered that it "might
be of a neuralgic nature, as many regard
angina pectoris," and suggested anti.-neu-
ralgic remedies. I gave him, therefore (lst
July), carb. ferri * in great quantities, and
afterwards sulphate of iron and quinine.
After this course, using simple diet, chang-
ing the air twice, refraining from occu-
pation, observing regular exercise and
early rising, and going to bed, and keep-
ing cheerful company with an easy mind,
the palpitations diminished very much,
but came on every night, and, lastly, all
night long; I therefore prescribed (20th
July) Soda and Hyoscyamus, with .Bitters
and Rhitbarb, which is a usual remedy with
me for nervous palpitation, and extremely
successful. Hetookt his combination through
August, and became free from palpitation
both by night and day, except after ascend.
ing acclivities or mental excitement. He
soon got into excellent health, swam the
Wye to try the heart, with greater exertion
than in health, and found the palpitation
less violent than that of a friend who swam
with him, and who had nothing the matter
with him. He then returned to business.
Third attack of Pleurisy, Nov. 19.
This attack was preceded by excessive
ache in the site of a decayed tooth, thump-
ing carotids, headache, symptoms of cold,
and pain of right chest when he stooped,
and occasional spasmodic symptoms about
the heart. On the 19th the toothache left
him, not to return till after this fresh sei-
zure was subdued, and he was affected by
stabbing pain upon inspiration in the right
chest. As I was doubtful whether the at-
tack was nervous or pleuritic, I ordered
him three-grain doses of hydriodate of potass,
with ether and hyoscyamus, every three
hours during the night. -
On the morning of the 20th, the disease
assumed the real character, which it bore
throughout, of fixed and permanent pain
felt upon inspiration in the right chest.
This pain extended from the epigasttium.
and lower part of the sternum, in the course
* Dr. Elliotson has lately prescribed the Precip.
Carb. Ferii, and mustard catdpta-sn’s, fur a young
ady, who is also in consultation with myself for
hypertrophy and Gilliitikll0ll.
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of the boundary ribs of the right chest and
diaphragm, and thence upwards in the
course of the right side of the sternum, and
backwards under the right scapula to the
attachments of the pleural ligaments, with
occasional shooting pains through the right
mamma, and pain in the course of the tra-
chea and oesophagus in swallowing, but not
as if seated in those parts, but if excited by
disturbance of the contiguous pleura. The
right lung felt as if girt round, and the re-
spiration consequently confined and pain-
ful. The brain was wandering and greatly
disturbed; the taste vitiated; tongue brown
in the centre; the pulse 84, hard and small
in circumference. During the previous
night it was irregular and intermittent.
Slight impulse of the right and left ventri-
cles ; on the second day none at all, except
when he was moved, but beat quicker than
that of the pulse at the wrist; no bruit.
Could only lie in the semi-recumbent posi-
tion. The chest was resonant at first evei y
where, except over the left ventricle, where
it was ittat. The respiration, which is na-
turally soft and quiet with him, was inau-
dible, or like a confused murmur, except
under the left clavicle, where it was blowy.
V.S. to zx, without syncope; half-grain
closes of Tartar Emetic, with 15 gtt. of
Tr. Digitalis every third hour.
In the evening, the pain in the chest was
still great, and the brain wandering.
Twenty Leeclees, which bled till seven in
the morning, James’s Powder and Calo-
inel six grains of each.
On the 21st the respiration was easier, the
pain much abated, and the pulse, though
96, not cordy. The sound on percussion was
mat across the precordia, sternum, and hot-
tom of the right chest; the respiration in-
audible at these points, but audible, though
soft, elsewhere; heart not more excited than
in any other case in which irritation exists
in the neighbourhood ; pain very sharp un-
der the right scapula only.
Cupped to zxij under the right scapula ;
Tartar Emetic increased to one-grain
doses, because it had had no effect, given
in the Polygata mixture.
Syncope, vomiting, intolerably nauseating
expectoration, and free perspiration, were
now produced, after which he had an ex-
cellent night’s rest, and rose on the third
day free from every vestige of the disease
except soreness where the pain had existed.
, Remarks.-The grave nature of this at-
tack of another serous membrane, was
evinced by the disturbed state of the brain,
and brown appearance of the tongue. Every
man has his own description of pleurisy ;
the symptoms in this instance correspond to
Dr. Parry’s. " No pain," says Dr. Parry,
" in the breast or about the heart, but in
the epigastrium and below the cartilages of
the ribs on the right side; the expectoration
differently coloured and often tinged with
blood; no wheezing; no labouring to bring
up phlegm ; no hoarseness ; breathing weak,
and short, and low; no auxiliary muscles of
chest or shoulders called into use, which
usually occurs when persons have thebronchial cells obstructed," but " the symp-
toms of pleurisy are various." The nausea
and expectoration came on after the tartar
emetic, but not till the third day, when the
latter usually occurs naturally and criti.
cally.
Fourth Attack, or Pericarditis (?) on ihe
lltla of January 1836.
This was a very different attack from the
last, and different in many symptoms from
the first and second attacks of the heart.
He had premonitory symptoms of an.
other attack for some days, and on the 14th
of January, they took the form of a sharp
severe pain along the left arm, an occasional
shooting pain through the left nipple, an-
other pain passing suddenly from the loins
towards the heart; a feelin g as of a plate of fire,
which he could cover with his hands, within
walls of the left chest; palpitation, but not
constant ; no disturbance at night except
that he could not lie easy on his left side;
pulse hard and rather irregular. Before
this attack, and when he was what is called
well, he had been getting plethoric, or what
he called " full again." His heart some-
times gave him note of warning by two or
three strong and sudden thumps against the
walls of the chest, after which its action
would be as usual. He had also had a lurid
appearanee, with swollen face, and putting
round the eyes. I ordered him to take the
combination of hydriodate of potass, hyos-
cyamus, digitalis, and tartar emetic, which
lowered the action of the heart so powerfully
and immediately in Ann Howls’s case.On the 16th of January the symptoms
evinced a tendency to increase; at one time
he felt as it were a flame of fire flying up the
chest in the region of the heart, and at ano-
ther time as if the heart were bathed in boil.
ing fluid, with pain and beating of the heart,
backwards, under the right scapula; fulness
and tightness of the chest; palpitation, par-
ticularly at night; pulse 90 and upwards,
irregular and intermittent; mind and par-
ticularly the memory disordered. The me-
dicine had had no effect. (Repose, rigid diet
On the 20th he went to his aunt’s to lie
up. The palpitations were very prevalent
during the night of the 19th, and were of
the nervous as well as the plethoric charac-
ter. He was now cupped to gx under the
right scapula, and I persuaded him to walk
afterwards with me to Goodrich and back,
about four miles, and he went to bed rather
better than worse for the exercise. (2’e
continue the drops, and use the shower- bath
night and morning.) j On the 21t lie com-
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plained of pain of left arm again ; shooting
pains about the heart, and under the left
&.xilla at the angle of the scapula; tight-
ness all round the chest to the precordia,
with an oppression as if for want of room in
the chest, and sighing to relieve the breath-
ing ; bird’s-wing flutter occasional (for it
comes and goes like the pain of left arm) ;
constant pain within the ribs, below and op-
posite to the left ventricle, increased by pres-
sure ; incapability of lying on the left side; no
cough; no syncope; some sickness from the
drops after the shower-bath ; lividity of face
and change of complexion.
Large blisters; to continue the shower-bath.
To take 1&frac12; gr. Tartar Emetic; vij grs.
of Hydriodate of Potass; v grs. of Ext.
of Hyoscyam; ; with the Tinct. of Digitalis,
Squills, and Wine of Ipecacuan , aa. gtt.
xx every two hours.
On the 22nd the drops made him vomit,
for the first time after taking tartar
emetic for several days ; the sickness con-
tinued all day; the blister produced im-
mense irritation and discharge through the
night; slight palpitation at the beginning of
the night and in the morning ; merely con-
scious of fulness of the chest and pain about
the heart. Ordered to walk out in the day
on plain ground. On the 23rd he continued
the drops. The nausea caused hip, and
plenty of nervous nonsense, but the pain at
the heart, under the scapula, and along the
left arm, and the constliction of chest, had
all disappeared.
24. Jan. No pain to-day again, but palpi-
tation still, and painful decubitus on the left i
side. The pulse before the shower-bath in
the morning 90, immediately afterwards 70,
a reduction of 20 beats; it varies, sitting in
the same position, from 90 to 70 in an hour,
and is raised to 100 by walking, but it ex-
cites no palpitation ; now 88, but indistinct.
Gicat nausea and prostration all day yester-
day from two doses of the medicine. On
the 25th he experienced nothing except pal-
pitation, when he lay on his left side. On
the 30th of January there came on an ex-
cessive flow of urine, and stimulation of the
kidneys and bladder from the medicine;
swelling of face gone down; he walks con-
siderable distances without palpitacion, ex-
cept on going up stairs or hills. He has
returned to business, and is convalescent.
By observing a low diet, refraining from
every drink stronger than toast-and-water,
abandoning cigars, rising early, and taking
considerable exercise, he is again in health,
except that he cannot lie on his left side
without palpitation. (Mar. 1.)
On the basis of this case and Ann Howls’s
acute attack I might make some future re-
marks on the diagnosis of pericarditis.
Causes and Diagnosis.
I tried this case hy its general history and
causes, when I was commenting on the
similar acute attack of Ann Howls. (See
Lancet, April 2, 1836.) In both cases, I
have stated that the predisposing cause was
an excess of nutrition and sanguification
from the most moderate quantity of food.
This excess was favoured by change from
out-of-door life in country situations, to con-
fined in-door employment in towns.
Howls lost, during the acute attack at
Cheltenham, 100 ounces of blood! What
was the case with Mr. Gwynne before the
second attack of May 29 ? "By Heaven,
Doctor," said he some days before, " I feel I
am making too much blood again; my veins
look sometimes ready to burst, and I feel as
if I had a fire all round my heart, or as if
my heart was bathed in a boiling liquid."
This was after the acute attack in March.
and after he had lost 90 to 100 ounces of
blood in five consecutive days. The force
of the circulation and of the heart’s con-
tractions was shown frequently in Howls
by the blood flying up to the ceiling; in
Gwynne, by its spinning across the breadth
of a middle-sized room ; and not only by the
distance to which it was propelled, but by
his never fainting after the 36-ounce bleed-
ing in the first attack, and by his not faint-
ing indeed at all, until he was put into awarm-bath to bleed from a score of leech-
bites. Just so after other great bleedings.Add to this, that one and two grain doses of
tartar emetic, with several grains of pow-
dered colchicum, and other depressants of
the same potent class, produced no effect on
the stomach or the heart in the first and
second attacks, and I have enough to warrant
the opinion that the quantity and force of
the circulation were excessive, whilst the
quality, in respect to the excess of fibrine,
was such as to dispose to inflammatory
action.
Well, then ! I look upon it in Mr. Gwynne,
as in Ann Howls, that the exciting cause of
the three acute attacks of the heart, was
accumulation of blood in the cavities of the
heart, whether those acute attacks con-
sisted in inflammation of the external
serous or internal tunic of the heart, or
congestion of that membrane and substance
of the heart. The second attack was a
mild degree of the first; the third resembled
chronic pericarditis.
But in his case, as in hers, I do not think
that simple plethora and over-excitement of
the heart by blood alone were the sole pre-
disposing and exciting causes of the heart’s
disease. I think that the plethoric condi-
tion of the heart accompanied that condi-
tion of the constitution which is called
"nervous," in other words, that the heart
was acted upon by the blood in consequence
of his being of the nervous constitution.
And I think also that the heart was liable to
be influenced in him by the stomach or the
mind through the nervous system ; or by
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the nerves of the heart in a 
-peculiar state
of irritability independently of the mind or
stomach; and on the other hand, that the
brain and nervous system were liable to be
reacted on in turn by the heart and nervous
affections to be thence produced.. " I find
the blood," he says, " very soon flow to the
head after the heart becomes affected, and
then I do not feel so much of the pain about
the heart." Suffice it to say that I see three
mixed and combined causes in these two
cases, vascular engorgement of the heart,
general nervous irritability, and perhaps
particular irritability of the heart itself, in-
fluenced by the mind and stomach. If so,
the palpitation was of the mixed plethoric
and nervous character. The second attack
of May 29th, and the pleuritic attack of the
14th November, coincided with tooth-cut-
ting and the cerebral excitement produced
by it, but I regard this circumstance as
merely a coincidence. The determination
to the head, somnambulism, affection of
taste, and various anomalous nervous symp-
toms, were produced by over-excitement of
the brain and nervous system, and, perhaps,
irregular distribution of nervous influence.
Treatment.
I need say little of the blood-letting after
Ann Howls’s case. I was authorized, upon
established principles, in taking blood ’’as
far as the patient* strength Would admit of
it, after forming a proper estimate of the
marks of general plethora, and particu!ar!y
of the signs of an accumulation of blood
either in the heart or lungs, whether there
was any organic affection or not " (Dr
Macintosh); and after forming a proper es-
timate of the proportion between the clot
and the serum. (M. Andral.) But knowing
that " excessive blood-letting or spontane-
ous hemorrhage, and other extenuating
causes, will often excite preternatural quick-
ness alone, which will diminish in propor-
tion as inanition and other attendant cir-
cumstances are diminished," I was taught
not to estimate " the degree of the heart’s
action by the quickness of its mction, or by
its strength, but by the two taken together.
(Dr. Parry.) 1 was bound atso by what my
own observation has discovered as to the
degree of disordered nervous action which
may be combined with accumulation of
blood in the heart in these cases, to adopt
a special and separate treatment of the I
nervous symptoms at certain periods of the
case, and so avoid a dangerous excess of
depletion, when sedatives and antispasmo-
dies would suffice.
It calls certainly for all the powers of one’s
judgment to determine how far one onght
to carry bleeding not to knock the patient
over by too much depletion on the one
hand, or to incur the risk of transition into
chronic inflammation, effusion, adhesion,
and organic disease of the heart and its
valves, by stopping short of the needful
quantity on the other. Professor Alison, an
amiable man and first-rate clinical physi.
cian, observes that ’’increase of dyspnoea in
rheumatic pericarditis is apt to bias the
practitioner in favour of continual bleeding,
but the pulse, in such cases, is no criteiion,
for it may beat stronger after the actite symp-
toms have subsictecl." (MS. A7oles of Clinical
Lect.) True it is, that the pulse may beat
sl2,o2iger after venesection. I was gnided iii
repeating the bleedings more by the pain
than the pulse. Syncope also is no crite-
rion, for " venesection has been employed
without producing the smallest disposition
to syncope, and its causing syncope has
been a condemnation of the practice." (Dr.
Home.)
In the last attack I abaactoned blood.
letting entirely, notwithstanding the pre-
cepts of Sangrado are the written law in
these cases, and as imperative as an act of
parliament; and notwithstanding no ade.
quate substitute being known, I having
held myself an opinion, that it has not been
carried far enough in such cases in this
country. For, when I saw that the system
of " keeping the heart in a state of deple.
pletion," as Dr. Parry Jays it down, was
called for by three or four acute attacks
within little better than the space of nine
rnonths, my mind began to revolt from the
frightful repetition of these sanguinary effu-
sions, and to look about for other means to
procure the same end, if such means were
to he found. Frequent and habitual deple-tion can only be justified upon the plea ofchoice, by tyrant necessity, between two
evils, an exceptionable remedy, and a still
more dangerous disease. I saw, in this
case, that it was but a temporary remedy,
with the certainty of redundancies follow-
ing the deficiencies created by it, and with
the chance of ultimate effusion, to which it
gives a tendency.
I remembered a case in point which was
baptized an "Affected Cordis," and came
into the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, under
the late Professor Duncan, jun. The symp-
toms were, heavy pain, sense of weight ex-
tending to the axitlo., constriction, sinking,
and a gurgling noise in the region of the
heart; violent palpitation in lying down on
the right side removed by turning on the
other, the easiest position being on the
knees, with the head bent forwards, and
the trunk rested on the folded arms; rest
prevented by a full meal (!), and all the symp-
toms increased by spri.ts ( ! !). He first ex-
perienced a sense of heaviness at the car-
diac region, accompanied with frequent,
deep, and di’stres ing sighs, violent head-
ache, and sinking- like fainting. He had
tried a course of blistering and bleeding
over the cardiac region, with medicine,
light diet upon little exercise, for eleven
months, before he came into infirmary, and
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had found but small relief after each bleed- bination. That particular combination failed,
ing. While he was in the infirmary, the but I have shown how one much stronger
loss of seven pints of blood, confinement to succeeded with no more loss of blood than
bed, digitalis, and tartar emetic ointment, ten ounces by cupping, and besides, I could
produced no benefit. He then took the show I have succeeded in seven cases of
hydrocyanic acid, the aqua lauri cerasi in pulmonary inflammation by the same means,drachm doses, and elaterium, and was dis- having taken either very little or no blood
rnissed relieved."&mdash;(MS. Notes.) at all The immense diuresis, which re-
In this case, then, nearly a gallon of blood sulted from the remedy prescribed on the
had been taken to no efficient purpose, and 30th of January, probably carried off an
benefit had been derived by the substitution effusion into the pericardium, of which cer-
of a sedative principle of treatment. A fact tainly there were signs.
like this was not lost upon me. When I Knowing the facts that palpitation, if of
was at Cheltenham, in April 1835, I saw the nervous kind, is less troublesome during
Dr. Samue) Dickson, with whom 1 associate exercise in the open air, than at other times
the recollection of contemporary pupiliage, (Dr. illac4-intosh) ; that exercise produces a
and the impression that he is a man of ge- more equal distribution of blood, by dirrri-
nius capable of developing new and supe- nishing the quantity by perspiration, and
rior principles of practice. He read over exhausting nervous irritability, I said,
to me a lecture on the heart and circula- " Talce plenty of exercise on plain ground,
tion, depreciating the eflicacy of blood- as far as the strength will admit, and so far
letting even in acute inflammations, and as it does not increase the paroxysms of
glancing at other more safe, and quite as palpitations. (Dr. Parry.) But mind, it
effectual, methods of treatment. So strong should he on level ground, moderate in pace
is the force of education in medical ortho- and distance, avoided upon a full stomach,
doxy, that I looked upon these notions of and not commenced till the action of the
running a coach and six through the arti- heart have been lowered." On these prin-
’cles of the true faith, much as Sangrado, ciples I walked Mr. Gwynne out myself
" Qui croyait qua les malades ne mouraient four or five miles on plain ground on the
que faute d’avoir assez tre et d’avoir &eacute;t&eacute; third occasion, as I had done on the second
assez saignes," regarded " la presomption, after the 45-oz. bleeding, with advantage.
l’imp&egrave;riti&eacute;, et le brigandage de ces nova- Should palpitation be purely plethoric, or
tenrs ignorans, ces singes de meciecinc," who more plethoric than itervoits, " that mns-
made " consister toute la science de la cular exercise, which returns the blood by
m&eacute;decine a savoir preparer des drogues, the veins into the heart with more tlaan the
chimiques, lelcermes et 1’emetique." Touch- usual momentum, excites excessive action in
ing the scepticism of orthodox men and that important organ." (Dr. Parry.) Howls
common routinists, there is, as M. Magen- brought back temporary palpitation, not by
die remarks, an old proverb and a just one, walking, but by walking toofar, and getting
The truth is not always probable le vrai wetfcet; for disregard of temperature will
n’est pas toujours vraisemblable," for remem- defeat medicine and everything else. Mr.
ber, Galileo was the laughingstock of his Gwynne experienced strong palpitation,
age i"’’Cannot you find some adequate sub- whenever he strove against the collar, or
stitute for the little instrument of mighty attempted walking before the high action of
mischief?" was a question put to me by the heart was subdued. Out of thirty heart
Mr. Hopkins, a clever undergraduate of cases recently under my carf, I could select
Glasgow, after Georgeiue’s second attack. other examples of the trui of these prin-
" How," I asked, " am I to stop a mad bull ciples.
with a bare bodkin?" I had seen in the two Mr. Abernethy, though he was candidfirst attacks, what knock-down doses of cligi- enough to admit that furictioiial disorder of
talis, colchicum, squill, and antimony, had the heart might have a cerebral and pul-
been taken without the slightest effect, and rnonary, as well as a stomachic origin, went
the partial benefit which the liq. opii sed. and so far as to say, that disorder of the diges-
hydrocyanic acid had produced. I had seen tive organs would cause hypertrophy of
eB’eryt:.ing done, for convenience’ sahe, to heart. (MS. llrotes of Lect.) Certain it is,
dispense with bleeding at the onset of the that irritation of the stomach and intestines
second attack, but nothing else then known will increase existing symptoms, or cause
to me would control the symptoms, and to them to reappear and augment the distress
blood-letting I was driven nolens volens. of respiration almost to asphyxia. (M. An-
But combining all the foregoing points of dral.)
reflection favourable to a change of practice, In Mr. Gwynne’s attacks the heart was
after the decisive blow which I had struck now and then disturbed by flatulency of the
in Ann Howls’s case, by a combination of stomach and colon, though he was limited
the narcotics and antimony with the hydri- to a sick diet; in M. Andral’s cases we find
odate of potass, I determined, though far that disturbance followed the introduction
from sanguine of success, on treating the last of "simples boisons" and " potages" only.
heart attack of Mr. G. with the same com- The stomach, indeed, is much disposed to be
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affected in heart cases. (Prof. Home.) In
Dr. Parry’s fourteenth case there was great
inflation of stomach, but the heart was not
relieved by eructation. Everything that
lies heavy or causes flatulency has a tend-
ency to set the heart going. The irritation
of tartar emetic or digitalis may have the
same effect, when it excites the mucous
coat of the stomach.
Dry cupping and the shower-bath I used,
in consistency with the indications of com-
bined disordered nervous action. The
ancient and not ineffectual expedient of dry
cupping gave relief for three or four days at
a time. I have tried it in some other of my
heart cases, for soreness of chest, and, in ner-
vous cases, for nervous pains, with the same
temporary effect. In the epigastric irrita-
tion of the case, large doses of ether and lau-
danum were useful.
As a preventive plan I enjoined abstinence
from all causes of irritation and fulness.
Every such patient must observe the Tem-
perance Society’s system, abandon cigars
and spirits, take to water-drinking and a
meagre diet, rise with the lark and lie down
with the lamb, and use as much exercise as
possible. Tobacco, if consumed to a great
extent, is enough to give a man a disease of
the heart if he is disposed to it. I once saw a
serious case of heart disease in the Royal
Infirmary, Edinburgh, under Professor Gra-
ham in one John Maclauchlin, in which it
was the suspected cause of all the symptoms.
A few whiffs of a cigar, tried purposely,
bro&ugrave;ght back palpitation in Ann Howls.
Young men of the middle class refrain now
from the vulgar resorts of smoke-pipe com-
pany ; but, shunning one bad habit, they fall
into another, which is, the abuse and not the
use of cigars.
But, after all, we may prescribe, like Dr.
Pedro Positive, "fasting upon fasting," or
as Sancho Panza calls it, " killing a man by
inches with hunger," and we may neverthe-
less find cases in which plethora and accu-
mulation will ensue again and again, unless
the patient quit towns and confinement,
and betake himself to the country and a life
of physical labour capable of exhausting the
morbid plenitude to which he is disposed.
This has been seen in Mr. Gwynne since the
last attack, though he kept strict to the
above rules ; but lately he found it expedient
to apply fifty leeches behind the ears, at one
application, for headache caused by plethoric
palpitation. While the brain was loaded
the heart ceased to palpitate; but the in-
creased action of the heart was unmasked
as soon as the head was relieved. Howls’s
case and his, however, on the whole, have
preserved a steady amelioration, with only
such slight ups and downs as must be ex-
pected after deep maladies.
Ross, May,5 1836.
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MEDICAL CORONERS.
MEDICAL CORONERS.- In addition to the
election of a medical coroner for the borough
of Wigan, in Lancashire, we have also to
record the election of a medical coroner for
the borough of Colchester. A short time
since, the new corporation of Colchester
elected Mr. CHURCHILL, the well-known
and able author of the work entitled " Me-
dical Botany and Vegetable Toxicology,"
coroner for that borough. He was opposed
by a professor of law, who had held the
office under the old corporation. The lat.
ter gentleman obtained four votes. Mr.
CHURCHILL obtained fourteen. Tn speak-
ing last week of the election of Mr. ROGER-
SON, we should have stated that he was
opposed not by one only, but by two attor.
neys, who, at last, finding union indispensa-
ble to enable the law to cut any figure at
all in the contest, united their forces. Yet
Mr. ROGERSON beat them by a majority of
six votes. The choice redounds as much to
the credit and discrimination of the elec-
tors, as the confidence thus reposed in him
confers honour on Mr. ROGERSON. We
hope that these examples will induce the
medical profession to seek to fill vacancies
in the presidential chair of the Coroner’s
Court, wherever they may occur, especially
in those places to which grants of permis-
sion to hold a separate court of quarter
session, are given under the new Municipal
Corporation Act. We fear that the remu.
neration will not at first be adequate to the
scientific services rendered by medical men
as coroners, but when once the custom of reo
garding a soundknowledge of medicine as an
essential qualification in the Coroner, has
become established, either throughout the
country, or in particular places only, the
electors will see at once the policy, the wis-
dom, and the justice, of properly rewarding
the services of that important officer; and
